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	COVID-19 (Novel Coronavirus) 



	
	Wednesday 19 January 2022

	Please find below a selection of recent legislation changes relating to COVID-19 and communications for workplaces from key safety and environmental regulators in Australia and New Zealand. 
This update is intended to be provided on a weekly basis.
Please note: The legislation in this update was current at time of release. Legislation around COVID-19 is being frequently updated and revoked. The URLs provided may no longer be maintained by the relevant legislation website, after the release date.

	

	
	Legislation changes

	
Commonwealth
· Advance to the Finance Minister Determination (No. 4 of 2021-2022) - Refines eligibility for the pandemic leave disaster payment to reflect nationally agreed definitions of ‘close contacts’ with revised conditions being applied to the payment. 
· Biosecurity (Emergency Requirements - Remote Communities) Determination (No. 1) 2022 - Makes requirements to prevent or control the entry or spread of COVID‑19 in parts of Australian territory defined as designated areas. 

ACT
· Public Health (Diagnosed People and Household Contacts) Emergency Direction 2022 (No 3) - Requires people who are diagnosed with COVID-19 to self-isolate, and people identified as a household contact to undergo quarantine in order to limit the spread of COVID-19.

NSW
· Critical Worker Exemption from the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) 2021 (No 2) - Exempts a critical worker from Clauses 7A and 8 of the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) 2021 for the purpose of attending work, subject to certain conditions - came into force on 14 January 2022.
· Exemption Under the Public Health (COVID-19 General) Order (No 2) 2021 - Exempts an occupier of a premises from Clause 14(3)(b) or Clause 13B of the Public Health (COVID-19 General) Order (No 2) 2021 in certain circumstances and subject to certain conditions - came into force on 17 January 2022. 
· Exemption Under the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) 2021 - Exempts certain persons from Clauses 7A and 8 of the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) 2021 in certain circumstances and in relation to attending an exempt workplace for work - came into force on 12 January 2022. 
· Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) Amendment (No 4) Order 2022 - Amends the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) 2021 to provide that a person diagnosed with COVID-19 through the use of a rapid antigen test (RAT) is a “diagnosed person” and is required to self-isolate, require a person who becomes aware they have tested positive to COVID-19 as a result of a RAT to fill out an online form available on the Service NSW website (or another approved way) as notification, provide that a close contact or a household contact of a person diagnosed with COVID-19 is not required to self-isolate if the contact has, because they were diagnosed with COVID-19, completed a period of self-isolation no more than 28 days ago, and to make consequential amendments - came into force on 12 January 2022.
· Retail and Other Commercial Leases (COVID-19) Regulation 2022 - Limits the exercise of certain rights by a lessor under retail and certain other commercial leases for a breach of the lease if the lessee is a business that, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, qualified for certain grants, and the breach is a prescribed breach that occurs between 13 July 2021 and 13 March 2022 - came into force on 13 January 2022.

NT
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 11) 2022: Amendment of COVID-19 Directions (No. 4) 2022 and Revocation of COVID-19 Directions (No. 18) 2021 - Amends COVID-19 Directions (No. 4) 2022, and revokes COVID-19 Directions (No. 18) 2021. 
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 12) 2022: Directions to Lock Out Amoonguna - Restricts movement, and access to places, activities and services, in the locality of Amoonguna, and imposes requirements for face masks, testing and social distancing.
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 13) 2022: Amendment of COVID-19 Directions (No. 4) 2022 - Amends COVID-19 Direction (No. 4) 2022. 
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 14) 2022: Amendment of COVID-19 Directions (No. 8) 2022 - Amends COVID-19 Direction (No. 8) 2022. 
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 15) 2022: COVID-19 Testing Procedure - Directs that a COVID-19 test required under any NT COVID-19 Directions consists of a rapid antigen test or a PCR test in certain circumstances. 
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 16) 2022: Directions for Reporting of Rapid Antigen Test Results - Requires persons who undertake a rapid antigen test that returns a positive result to report the result in certain circumstances. 
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 17) 2022: Amendment of COVID-19 Directions (No. 10) 2022 - Amends COVID-19 Directions (No. 10) 2022.
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 18) 2022: Amendment of COVID-19 Directions (No. 10) 2022 - Amends COVID-19 Directions (No. 10) 2022.
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 19) 2022: Directions to Lock Out Alice Springs and Amoonguna - Restricts movement, and access to places, activities and services, in the municipality of Alice Springs and the locality of Amoonguna, and imposes requirements for face masks, testing and social distancing.
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 20) 2022: Directions to Lock Down Elcho Island Including Galiwinku and Wessel Islands Including Martjanba - Restricts movement and gatherings, and closes places, businesses, services and activities in Elcho Island, including Galiwinku, and Wessel Islands, including Martjanba, bounded by the specified coordinates, among other things. 
· COVID-19 Directions (No. 21) 2022: Directions to Lock Down Yirrkala - Restricts movement and gatherings, and closes places, businesses, services and activities in the locality of Yirrkala, among other things.

QLD
· Disability Accommodation Services Direction (No. 27) - Imposes requirements for electronic collection of contact information and vaccination at shared disability accommodation services, among other things. 
· Home Quarantine for Household Members of an Overseas Traveller Direction (No. 2) - Imposes quarantine and record keeping requirements for household members residing with an overseas traveller.
· Hospital Entry Direction (No. 8) - Imposes requirements for entry, electronic collection of contact information and vaccination at hospitals, among other things.
· Mandatory Face Masks Direction (No. 3) - Requires face masks to be carried and worn in certain circumstances.
· Quarantine for International Arrivals Direction (No. 19) - Imposes quarantine requirements for international arrivals. 
· Residential Aged Care Direction (No. 12) - Imposes requirements for residential aged care facilities. 
· Use of Technology to Support Home Quarantine Direction (No.3) - Requires people who are either directed by an emergency officer (public health) or required under another public health direction to quarantine at home to comply with text message compliance checks.

SA
· Emergency Management (Arrivals - Associated Direction No 14) (COVID-19) Direction 2022 - Imposes requirements for arrivals in South Australia relating to quarantine, commercial vessels, close contacts and masks, and modifies the Emergency Management (Arrivals No 2) (COVID-19) Direction 2021.
· Emergency Management (Use of PCR Tests) (COVID-19) Direction 2022 - Ensures that COVID-19 PCR test resources remain available for persons displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or are at high risk of COVID-19 exposure and are not used in circumstances where rapid antigen tests are an appropriate alternative. 

TAS
· Direction Under Section 16 (Quarantine - No. 8) - Imposes quarantine and testing requirements for close contacts, among other things. 
· Section 15 Extension of Emergency Declaration - Extends the public health emergency for a further 12 weeks. 

VIC
· Extension of Pandemic Declaration (12 January 2022) - Extends the pandemic declaration for a period of 3 months until 12 April 2022 unless varied, extended or revoked.
· Occupational Health and Safety (COVID-19 Incident Notification) Revocation Regulations 2022 - Revokes the Occupational Health and Safety (COVID-19 Incident Notification) Regulations 2021 on 14 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Additional Industry Obligations) Order 2022 (No. 3) - Imposes additional specific obligations on employers and workers in specific industries (poultry processing facilities, abattoirs and meat processing facilities, seafood processing facilities, supermarket work premises and perishable food work premises, warehousing and distribution centres, commercial cleaning services, care facilities, ports of entry servicing international arrivals, hotel quarantine, hospitals and construction sites) in relation to managing the risk associated with COVID-19 - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination (General Workers) Order 2022 (No. 2) - Requires an employer to not permit a general worker to work outside their ordinary place of residence unless they are fully vaccinated or exempt, requires an employer of a general worker to collect the general worker’s vaccination status when they work outside their ordinary place of residence, and requires an employer to disclose a general worker’s vaccination information to an authorised officer upon request - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination (Specified Facilities) Order 2022 (No. 2) - Requires operators of specified facilities (residential aged care facilities, construction sites, healthcare facilities and education facilities) to manage the vaccination status of workers in order to limit the spread of COVID-19 within the population within those settings - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination (Specified Workers) Order 2022 (No. 2) - Requires employers to not permit a worker to work outside their ordinary place of residence if they are unvaccinated or partially vaccinated or not fully vaccinated (boosted) (as applicable) in order to limit the spread of COVID-19 within the population of those workers - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Detention) Order 2022 (No. 3) - Requires persons of risk to be detained for specified periods of time to limit the risk of transmission of COVID-19 - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Movement and Gathering) Order 2022 (No. 3) - Requires individuals to carry and wear face coverings in certain settings and to limit interactions with others by restricting gatherings at certain types of events, to reduce the risk of harm caused by COVID-19 - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Open Premises) Order 2022 (No. 3) - Imposes obligations upon operators of certain open premises in Victoria and their patrons in relation to vaccination against COVID-19 and other requirements, in order to address the serious public health risk posed to Victoria by COVID-19 - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Quarantine Isolation and Testing) Order 2022 (No. 4) - Requires persons diagnosed with COVID-19 or probable cases to self-isolate, or close contacts to self-quarantine and undertake testing, or exposed persons, social contacts or symptomatic persons in the community to observe relevant testing requirements issued by the Department - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Victorian Border Crossing) Order 2022 (No. 3) - Provides for persons entering Australia as an international passenger arrival or as international aircrew services workers to limit the spread of COVID-19 - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Visitors to Hospitals and Care Facilities) Order 2022 (No. 2) - Prohibits certain visitors and workers attending hospitals and care facilities to protect vulnerable persons from harm caused by the transmission of COVID-19  - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.
· Pandemic (Workplace) Order 2022 (No. 3) - Restricts the number of Victorians attending work premises, and imposes specific obligations on employers to assist in reducing the frequency of outbreaks of COVID-19 in Victorian workplaces - came into force at 11:59 pm on 12 January 2022.

WA
· COVID Restrictions (Gatherings and Related Measures) Directions (No 7) - Restricts entry to certain premises by people who do not produce accepted proof information, requires the wearing of a face covering in the affected area and gives further directions in order to prevent, control or abate the risks associated with the emergency presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
· Extension of Declaration (No.3) of Public Health State of Emergency - Extends the public health state of emergency for 14 days. 

NZ

· Class Exemption from Pre-departure Testing Requirements in the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) Order (No 2) 2020 - Exempts all persons arriving to New Zealand from the countries listed in Schedules 1 and 2 of the Notice from 11.59 pm on 6 January 2022 from the obligation in Clause 8(2B)(a)(i) of the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) Order (No 2) 2020 to provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 test taken within a 48 hour period of their arrival to New Zealand.
· COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border and Isolation and Quarantine) Amendment Order 2022 - Amends the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) Order (No 2) 2020, COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) Order 2021, COVID-19 Public Health Response (Isolation and Quarantine) Order 2020, and COVID-19 Public Health Response (Isolation and Quarantine and Other Matters) Amendment Order 2021 in relation to new, old and replaced definitions, adjusted commencement dates for certain provisions, and other consequential amendments, among other things. 
· COVID-19 Public Health Response (Protection Framework) Amendment Order 2022 - Removes all cross-boundary travel restrictions that apply in relation to the extended Auckland area and makes consequential amendments to the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Required Testing) Order 2020.
· Emergency Directive: Relief from the General Directions - Examination Procedures and Timetable of Routine Examinations - Provides relief from certain requirements of Civil Aviation Rules 61.35 and 65.25, without compromising civil aviation safety.
· Exemption of Persons from Clause 8(2B)(a)(i) of the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) Order (No 2) 2020 - Exempts all persons arriving to New Zealand from the countries listed in Schedules 1 and 2 of the Notice from the obligation in Clause 8(2B)(a)(i) of the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Air Border) Order (No 2) 2020 to provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 test taken no more than 48 hours before their journey to New Zealand began.
· Exemption Under Clause 105 of the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Protection Framework) Order 2021 - Exempts certain persons from Clause 29 and 30 of the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Protection Framework) Order 2021, for persons to produce a temporary exemption issued by the Ministry of Health to permit entry to a premise of a regulated business or service that requests a COVID-19 vaccination certificate (CVC).


	

	
	From the regulators

	
Australia
· Australian Government: National Cabinet Statement - 13 January 2022
· Comcare: Coronavirus (COVID-19)
· Department of Health: 
· ATAGI Update Following Weekly COVID-19 Meeting - 12 January 2022
· COVID-19 Vaccination Information Kiosks Open Now in (QLD, NSW, VIC and SA)
· National Cabinet Media Statement
· Rapid Antigen Test Orders Not Being Redirected to the Department of Health
· Tested Positive for COVID-19? What You Need to Do Now
· Top 3 COVID-19 Vaccine Questions - Inclusions in a COVID-19 Plan, Managing Symptoms, and Getting Medical Help
· Therapeutic Goods Administration: 
· COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Tests - Guidance and Checklist for Businesses
· COVID-19 Serology Point-of-care Tests
· COVID-19 Test Kits Included in the ARTG for Legal Supply in Australia
· Ezy Company Pty Ltd Fined $26,640 for Alleged Unlawful Importation of COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Tests and Nicotine Vaping Products
· TGA Recognises the Gamaleya Institute Vaccine (Sputnik V, Russian Federation) for International Travel to Australia

ACT
· ACT Government: 
· Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) - Positive Result Registration Form
· Rapid Antigen Test Results Now Reportable Through ACT COVID-19 Website
· School and Early Childhood Staff to Receive Priority Vaccine Boosters
· ACT Health: Patients Required to Wear Surgical Masks

NSW
· NSW Government: 
· Rapid Antigen Tests for Community (COVID-19)
· Register Positive COVID Test Results with Service NSW
· Service NSW: Register a Positive Rapid Antigen Test Result

QLD
· Queensland Government: 
· Changes to Queensland's Border Restrictions
· Queensland’s Border Changes

SA
· Department for Energy and Mining: Revised COVID-ready Plan for Energy and Mining Sector
· SA Government:
· Boost to COVID-19 Beds to Ease Omicron Threat
· Government Grants for GP’s and Pharmacies to Boost Vaccinations
· New Rapid Antigen Collection Areas for Regional and Metro SA
· Omicron Modelling Shows SA Averted Explosion of Cases
· Rapid Access to Rapid Tests
· Rapid Antigen Tests Availability Expanded from Today
· Regional RAT Roll-out Begins
· SA on the Front Foot with Omicron Outbreak
· SA’s 'Excellent Run Through COVID Continues’: Deloitte
· SA’s Getting Boosted in Droves!
· South Australia’s Back to School Plan Announced
· SA Health: South Australian COVID-19 Omicron Modelling

TAS
· Business Tasmania: COVID-19 Business Impact Support Program
· Tasmanian Government:
· Changes to RAT Testing Processes
· Continuing our Transition to Live with COVID-19
· Continuing to Keep Tasmanians Safe
· COVID Care Package
· Important Community Updates
· Making RATs More Accessible in Remote and Rural Areas
· More Support for Tasmanian Small Business
· Supporting Tasmanians in Need Through COVID-Care
· Supporting Tourism and Hospitality Businesses on King Island
· Temporary Exemption Framework for Close Contact Workers in Critical Industries
· WorkSafe: COVID-19 Safe Workplaces Framework - Updated 17 January 2022

VIC
· Victorian Government:
· A Safe and Sensible Return to Work for Essential Workers
· Boosting Vaccinations in Multicultural Communities
· Medi-Hotels to Ease Pressure on Hospitals
· Millions of Rapid Tests Land in Victoria, More to Come
· Pandemic Code Brown to Support Hospitals
· Victoria Reduces Third Dose Interval Ahead of Vax Blitz
· We Want You: More Vaccinators for Our State-Run System
· WorkSafe: Changes to COVID-19 Notification Requirements

WA
· WA Government:
· Masks Introduced for the South West Region
· Masks Mandatory for Perth and Peel
· New Quarantine Arrangements Under WA’s Controlled Border
· Northern Territory to Move to ‘Extreme Risk’ Under WA’s Controlled Border
· Proof of COVID-19 Vaccination to Expand State-Wide from Monday 31 January
· Public Health Advice Issued for Western Australians
· ServiceWA App Launches to Help Keep WA Safe

NZ
· Ministry of Health:
· Booster Rollout Accelerated to Protect Against COVID-19 Variants
· COVID-19 Immunisation Starts for 5 to 11-Year-Old Tāmariki

Other
· World Health Organisation:
· COVAX Delivers Its 1 Billionth COVID-19 Vaccine Dose
· WHO Recommends Two New Drugs to Treat COVID-19


	

	
	

	That completes this edition of the COVID-19 update. The next update will be released on Thursday 27 January 2022.
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